
Sustainability Policy

Our Vision & Commitment:

At Montalto Estate, we believe that caring for the unique environment, landscape, and historic 

setting of our 400-acre site must be at the forefront of everything we do. Our business relies 

heavily on nature, and we believe nature deserves the best from us.

As stewards of this historic County Down estate, we are dedicated to minimising our 

environmental impact while maximising our positive contribution to a sustainable future for 

Northern Ireland. We commit to continuous improvement, making efforts to exceed all applicable 

environmental legislation, and maintaining the heritage that makes Montalto unique.

Why Sustainability Matters to Us:

Sustainability is not just a policy; it is the preservation of our legacy. We recognise the harm caused 

by non-recyclables and the global climate crisis. By integrating environmental stewardship with 

social responsibility and economic viability, we ensure that the Georgian mansion, trails, and 

gardens can be enjoyed by generations to come.

Our Key Focus Areas:

Environmental Integrity & Biodiversity

• Biodiversity Protection: We manage woodlands and wildflower meadows to support native 

species and protect unique ecosystems.

• Natural Carbon Sequestration As custodians of a 400-acre historic estate, we recognise that 

our landscape serves as a vital natural carbon sink. Our extensive woodlands and heritage 

trees do more than provide beauty; they actively absorb and store atmospheric carbon 

year-round. By preserving these thousands of trees and maintaining the health of our soils, 

Montalto Estate naturally offsets a considerable portion of its operational carbon footprint 

by default. This ‘green infrastructure’ ensures that simply by maintaining our grounds, we 

are making a measurable, positive contribution to the global climate crisis.



• Water Management: We use efficient water practices and are actively investigating 

rainwater harvesting and greywater recycling.

• Soil Health: We are committed to reducing chemical use and promoting on-site composting.

Sustainable Operations:

• Energy & Carbon: We monitor consumption across buildings and have implemented/are 

implementing energy-efficient upgrades like LED lighting and improved insulation.

• Waste Management: We follow the Avoid, Reduce, Reuse, Recycle hierarchy where 

possible, with a specific focus on eliminating single-use plastics in our café and retail areas.

• Sustainable Transport: We provide bicycle facilities and promote public transport options 

for both staff and visitors.

Heritage & Community:

• Local Sourcing: Where possible we prioritise food and supplies from County Down and 

Northern Ireland to support the local economy and reduce transport emissions.

• Education: We use the estate as a ‘living classroom’, using signage and engagement to tell 

our ‘green stories’ to visitors and staff.

Our Progress:

• Green Tourism Certification: We are active members of green-tourism.com, having 

completed the GreenCheck™ assessment to gain independent verification of our standards.

• Waste Diversion: We are moving towards diverting 100% of organic garden waste to on-site 

composting.

• Plastic Reduction: We are initiating the removal of single-use plastic straws, cups, and 

cutlery from our food and beverage operations.



Strategic Pillar Actionable Target Target Date

Environmental Reduce chemical herbicide use in

gardens by 25%.

Q4 2026

Operations Review monitoring systems to track 

baseline energy across all main buildings.

Q4 2026

Community Ensure 50% of food supplies for events 

and The Café are sourced locally.

Ongoing

Education Install new educational signage regarding 

conservation in our grounds.

Q4 2026

Reporting & Transparency

We believe in transparent communication. Our performance and progress against these targets 

will be reviewed periodically by our senior management and can be shared with our staff monthly. 

We will continue to report our performance and ‘green stories’ on the Montalto Estate website for 

our customers and the wider community to see.


